
 

 

Collegedale Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

February 5, 2019 

I. Call to Order 

Director Bennett-Hobek called to order the regular meeting of the Collegedale Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Board (referred hereafter as “the Board”) at 6:04pm on 

February 5, 2019 in the Staff Training Room in Collegedale City Hall. 

II. Introduction of New Member and Commissioner Baker 

Mr. Brad Parr will be replacing Mr. Mark Hancock on the Board. Mr. Parr works for 

Chattem and is a Board Member for Ooltewah Youth Association (OYA). 

Commissioner Baker is replacing Commissioner White on the Board. Commissioner 

Baker serves on the Collegedale Commission to which she has been elected to and also 

serves as a special education teacher with many years of experience in Hamilton 

County and in Georgia. 

III. Roll call 

Secretary Brown conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: 

Commissioner Debbie Baker, David Barto, Alexander Brown, Stan Beasley, Parks and 

Recreation Director Traci Bennett-Hobek, Mike Boyd, Brad Parr, Public Works 

Director Eric Sines, and Alice Tym. 

IV. Minutes from November Board Meeting 

Director Bennett-Hobek asked the Board if they had a chance to look over the minutes 

and if there were any questions or changes needed from the August Board meeting. 

Seeing as there were none from the rest of the Board, Director Bennett-Hobek asked 

that certain changes be made that she has sent via email to Secretary Brown. Changes 

will be made promptly and sent to Director Bennett-Hobek for review and then sent to 

Board. 

V. Collegedale Parks & Recreation Foundation, Inc. 

a) Ex-Officio Member from PARAB 

The Collegedale Parks and Recreation Foundation is up and running. 

b) Report on Foundation 



 

 

To go after grants, we need to have community meetings starting in the 

spring. These will be publicized events encouraging citizens to give their 

input on the Department’s plethora of activity events. Members of the 

Foundation and the Advisory Board are being asked to help with these 

meetings. 

c) Cycling Festival 

The Cycling Festival has been rescheduled for next year. REI is looking to 

get involved, Kat and Director Bennett-Hobek are leading the effort for this 

event in partnership with the Foundation. Advisory Board members are 

encouraged to get involved. CVB and the Chattanooga Sports Committee 

are going to be sponsors and if any Board Members know of other 

businesses that would or may like to sponsor, then please let Director 

Bennett-Hobek know. Some events that will lead into the Cycling Festival 

are as follows: Bike Touring from March through April, Go Fish, Take-a-

Kid Biking Day, a cycling event in autumn, etc. The Cycling Festival will 

have a variety of bicycle activities for all ages and for all experience levels. 

For beginners, there will be some classes to learn how to bike/change a tire, 

intermediate level riding for mountain biking and road cycling, and 

advanced options led by local clubs/organizations. 

VI. Progress  

a) UTC Survey and NRPA Metrics (Community Meeting) 

The UTC Survey helps to give us a plan on how to proceed forward. 51% 

of the participants were from within and the other from outside the city 

limits of Collegedale. The survey was condensed this morning so that it will 

be sent to the public via newspaper and possibly social media to get people 

interested in giving input at our future public meetings which we will talk 

about later. 

b) Collegedale Inspires Healthier Living 

Collegedale did not receive The Governor’s Foundation for Health and 

Wellness’s Healthier Tennessee Initiative this year. That said, the 

Governor’s Foundation is looking to change some documents and 

requirements as there have been several complaints by participants. As of 

now we are still keeping up with this program to see if we can possibly 

attain it again in the future with changes that are hopefully made. 

c) Community Garden, Stream Team 



 

 

We are looking at partnering with Wolftever Elementary School and 

Ooltewah Middle School for the purpose of using a piece of land for a 

potential community garden. Before we can proceed with this project, 

permission must be given by the Board of Education. The owner of TKDo 

Martial Arts is looking to help with this garden as he has experience in 

starting them in Houston. There are teachers that would like to team up with 

the Parks and Recreation Department to help teach their students about 

different aspects of health, science, etc. Two possible examples are of a 

teacher that would like to teach her students about the organisms of 

Wolftever Creek and bring our soap box derby cars to use for a gravity 

class at Ooltewah Middle School in the fall. 

d) Dog Park Dash Grant 

Director Bennett-Hobek is looking to apply for a $25,000 grant from the 

Tennessee Dog Park Dash, which is funded by the Boyd Foundation, for the 

purpose of renovating our Dog Park. Grants are approved in June. 

e) Website and Facebook, Media Coverage 

At this point, we still don’t have access to the website. There is a meeting 

happening tomorrow with the web designer to hopefully fix this problem. 

The Facebook page has over 300 Likes so far and the Department is looking 

to possibly go onto Instagram as many people are posting and looking at 

photos online. The East Hamilton Wednesday newspaper is giving us a 

bunch of press. If any Board members know of anyone that you believe 

would put forward a good story for the paper, please let Director Bennett-

Hobek know. 

f) INCODE for Registration Fees 

Michelle Toro is helping to get money paid for registrations through a 

system called INCODE. This money will go into the General Fund for the 

City. 

VII. Programs and Events 

a) Participation 2018 

The Commons is being reserved and rentals are helping to bring in money. 

Movie Nights for the year have been announced and it seems many really 

like the Fireside Chats that bring in young writers to speak on their works 

and experiences as well as regional storytellers. 



 

 

b) Programming 

We want to start performing arts, which started with handbells, now we are 

about to start a drama club. The Department is about to start Junkyard 

Drumming, continue with Senior Stretch (Painting and Drawing as well), 

Outdoor Exploration, and several other programs. Looking at participation 

numbers, out of 173 programs that the Department has provided, we have 

had over 5,000 people participate. 

VIII. Board Member Round Table 

Discussion started with the origination history of pickleball, then onto having a local 

pickleball tournament as it is a huge draw in our area, then onto Soap Box Derby Days 

which starts in April with training and the Race planned for the Saturday before 

Mother’s Day. Discussion then went onto the need for more facilities like soccer fields, 

an indoor community center, baseball batting cages, etc. The Hamilton County Parks 

and Recreation Department has a RFP to hire someone to create a Master Plan for the 

county. Mr. Barto informed the Board that the Collegedale Market would start this 

Sunday from 1pm to 4pm and will go on through to December like Chattanooga’s 

Market. He also told us that the Wednesday Market will start mid-April and go through 

to August. There will also be Market Theme Days like the downtown market, such as a 

a Peach Festival. Stan mentioned on March 14 there will be an event at the Collegedale 

schools featuring a Marine Archaeologist who has seen the Titanic and several other 

notable wrecks. Will look into having a Red, White, and Boom Marathon that ends in 

Collegedale. A question about whether there will be defense classes given this year as it 

was a big draw especially for women. A question was asked about if there will be 

veteran/military events like a parade and discussion followed into possibilities in the 

future. East Tennessee Symphony will be using The Commons for the Freedom 

Celebration. Possible premiere of a new movie at the Commons. Southern Adventist 

University is looking to have a walk to work day on April 5 and discussion went to 

possibly a clean up day in recognition of Earth Day 

 

IX. Adjournment 

Director Bennett-Hobek adjourned the meeting at 7:10pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Alexander R. Brown, Secretary 

Minutes approved by:   
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